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comes into a favourable position $nce in every two and
a quarter years, continuing to be well placed for only
a few months. Thus it happens, that although Mars
lias been telescopically observed for more than two
hundred years, the actual time during which he has
been favourably placed for observation has been very
much less; and taking into account all the require-
ments for good definition, it may be said that Mars
lias not been under really effective observation for
more than a very few days.

Of course, if we admit that the vaporous envelope
which occasionally hides parts of Mars is aqueou*, we
must believe in the existence of oceans upon Mars.
And from our knowledge of the appearance of our
own seas, we should immediately recognisg the greenish
parts of Mars as the Martial oceans, and look upon
the ruddy parts as continents. We have seen that the
behaviour of the vaporous envelopes corresponds to
that of our own clouds and fogs. But it might be
thought possible that the vapours arise from fluids
other than water; that, in fact, a state of things exists
upon Mars wholly different from that which prevails
upon our own earth.

Ten years ago it would have been very difficult to
disprove such an argument as this, however bizarre it
may seem. But the wonderful powers of the spectro-
scope have been applied to this question, and there is
no ^mistaking the results which have been obtained.
We musfc premise, that this is hardly a favourable case
for the application of spectroscopic analysis, which (as